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Sweden, Britain provide new weapons, missiles for Ukraine
Patrick Hilsman - UPI News

Jan. 19 (UPI) -- Sweden and Britain on Thursday both announced packages of
military aid for Ukraine, including weapons and missiles, prompting a warning from
Moscow.
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The Swedish government has announced a $415 million aid package for Ukraine
which includes the Archer artillery system. Photo by Stridsvagn122/Wikimedia
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Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said the Swedish package includes

"powerful weapons that [Ukraine's] army needs to liberate our land from the Russian
invader."

https://www.upi.com/topic/Russia-Ukraine-War/
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Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov denounced the provision of military supplies to

Ukraine as "extremely dangerous." File Photo by Maxim Shipenkov/EPA-EFE

The office of the Swedish prime minister on Thursday announced a $415 million
"three-part support" package that includes Archer artillery systems.
"This includes recoilless rifles with ammunition, anti-tank weapons, assault rifles,
mine clearing equipment, Combat Vehicle 90 (CV90) with ammunition, and light anti-
armor weapon Robot 57 (NLAW), worth [$415 million]," the text continues.

The Swedish government has also asked the armed forces to prepare for the transfer
of Archer B artillery systems and ammunition to Ukraine.

The Archer B artillery system is a self-propelled howitzer, with a range of
approximately 21 miles, which can be extended by using specially modified shells. It
also has the capability to fire a salvo of artillery shells and then rapidly move to
another location, a feature that could help Ukrainian artillery crews avoid Russian
counter fire.

Artillery has become crucial to Ukrainian forces who are trying to take out Russian
command and control centers behind the front lines while holding off Russian
advances in the eastern Donetsk region.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky thanked Sweden for the upcoming aid in
a tweet Thursday.
"Sincerely grateful to the Government of Sweden & @SwedishPM for the new
military assistance package to Ukraine. CV90 IFV's, Archer self-propelled howitzer
& NLAW ATGMs are powerful weapons that [Ukraine's] army needs to liberate our
land from the Russian invader together to a common victory," Zelensky wrote.

The British Secretary of Defense, Ben Wallace, announced that his county would also
be supplying additional weapons to Ukraine Thursday.
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"We're going to send another 600 Brimstone missiles into theater which will be
incredibly important in helping Ukraine dominate the battlefield," Wallace told
reporters.

Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov denounced the provision of military supplies to
Ukraine during a call with journalists Thursday.
"The discussion itself about the permissibility of supplying Ukraine with weapons that
will allow it to strike at Russian territory -- although Ukraine already has weapons
with which it constantly strikes at our new regions -- is potentially extremely
dangerous," he said.
"It will mean bringing the conflict to a new qualitative level, a level that will not bode
well for European security."

U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin III met with his German counterpart Thursday to
discuss aid to Ukraine. The German government has said they would provide Leopard
2 battle tanks to Ukraine, if the United States also delivers tanks.

On Wednesday, Polish Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki said his country is ready
to deliver its own German-built Leopard 2 tanks to Ukraine, even without German
approval.

Biden breaks silence on his handling of classified documents: 'I have no regrets'
ABC News

President Joe Biden said Thursday he has "no regrets" as the investigation continues
into the classified documents found at his home and office.
Biden broke his silence on the issue for the first time this week, despite repeated
questions from reporters, during a trip to California to survey storm damage. He had
not publicly addressed the matter since Jan. 12 and has talked about the
documents only three times since the news broke earlier this month.

Until Thursday, he had not done so since a special counsel was named.
"You know what, quite frankly, bugs me is that we have serious problems here we're
talking about," he said to reporters who shouted questions.

"We're talking about what's going on and the American people don't quite understand
why you don't ask me questions about that. But having said that, what's your
question?" Biden said.

The president was then asked why he did not reveal the existence of the documents
back when they were first found in early November, a few days before the midterm
elections.

"We found a handful of documents … were filed in the wrong place, we immediately
turned them over to the [National] Archives and the Justice Department," he said.
"We're fully cooperating and looking forward to getting this resolved quickly."
"I think you're going to find, there's nothing there," he continued. "I have no regrets.
I'm following what the lawyers have told me they want me to do. It's exactly what
we're doing. There's no 'there' there. Thank you."
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President Joe Biden speaks after looking at storm damage, and speaking to those
affected in Seacliff, California, Jan. 19, 2023.© Andrew Caballero-Reynolds/AFP via

Getty Images

The White House has faced scrutiny for avoiding reporters' questions on the
document drama, instead referring them to the Department of Justice.

There are several unanswered questions on the matter, including why the
investigation into the documents wasn't made public until two months after the first
ones were found at the Penn Biden Center in Washington on Nov. 2 and why his
attorneys went back to his Wilmington home on Jan. 11 after documents were first
discovered there on Dec. 20.

Attorney General Merrick Garland on Jan. 12 appointed a special counsel, Robert
Hur, to investigate the potential mishandling of classified documents by Biden. The
matter puts Garland and the Department of Justice in the middle of two special
counsel probes of a sitting and former president, a situation experts told ABC News
was "unprecedented" and places the attorney general under major pressure.

Biden initially said he was "surprised" to learn there were documents bearing
classified markings found at the Penn Biden Center, and White House special counsel
Richard Sauber first said it was a "mistake."

Russia suggests "defeat" in Ukraine could "trigger a nuclear war"
CBS News

As the United States prepares to announce a new shipment of military hardware for
Ukraine and Kyiv pushes its Western partners for modern battle tanks and other
heavy weapons, Moscow responded Thursday with a familiar battery of threats. Once
again, Russia alluded to its nuclear arsenal in a bid to dissuade the U.S. and its
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NATO allies from helping Ukraine resist the full-scale invasion President Vladimir
Putin launched almost 11 months ago.

"It never occurs to any of the lowlifes to draw an elementary conclusion from this:
The defeat of a nuclear power in a conventional war can trigger a nuclear war,"
former Russian President Dmitry Medvedev, a top Putin ally who now serves as
deputy chairman of the Security Council, said in a post on Telegram.

"Nuclear powers have not lost major conflicts on which their fate depended," added
Medvedev, whose rhetoric has grown increasingly bellicose over the course of the
nearly a year-long war.

Ukrainian troops in U.S. for training on Patriot missile defense system
08:26© Provided by CBS News

When asked whether Medvedev's eyebrow-raising statement represented an
escalation of the conflict in Ukraine or Russia's broader standoff with the West, the
Kremlin's top spokesman said Thursday that the remarks were in line with Russia's
nuclear doctrine.

"There are no contradictions there," presidential spokesperson Dmitry Peskov said.
Striking an eerily similar note, the head of the Russian Orthodox Church professed in
a Thursday sermon that "an attempt to destroy Russia would mean the end of the
world."

"Today there are very big threats to the world, to our country, and to the whole
human race, because some crazy people had the idea that the great Russian power,
possessing powerful weapons, inhabited by very strong people… who have always
come out victorious, that they can be defeated," said Patriarch Kirill, a staunch
backer of all Kremlin policy.
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Russian President Vladimir Putin attends Orthodox Easter mass led by Russian
Orthodox Patriarch Kirill at the Christ The Saviour Cathedral on April 24, 2022, in

Moscow. / Credit: Getty© Provided by CBS News

In Washington, State Department spokesman Vedant Patel said the latest comments
were consistent with Russia's previous statements regarding the use of nuclear
weapons.

"This is not the first time that we have seen such kind of rhetoric from Russia
broadly … We think provocative rhetoric regarding nuclear weapons is not only
dangerous, it is reckless, adds to the risk of miscalculation and candidly it should be
avoided," Patel said.
"A nuclear war cannot be won and must never be fought."

This week, Russian authorities put on a show of force. Putin gave orders to expand
the Russian army by around 300,000 people, which would see the number of serving
soldiers swell to 1.5 million over the next three years. He also ordered a new army
corps and two military districts to be established near European borders.

Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu later laid out an ambitious plan for these changes,
saying new military structures would be created around Moscow, St. Petersburg and
Karelia. The last location is right on the border with Finland, a Nordic nation that is
in the process of becoming a NATO member.

"Self-sufficient" units were also to be deployed to the Ukrainian territories that
Russia illegally annexed, Shogui said, despite the Russian military not fully
controlling those areas.

"Ensuring the military security of the state, protection of the new federal subjects and
critical facilities of the Russian Federation can only be guaranteed by strengthening
the key structural components of the Armed Forces," Shoigu said, according to state-
run news agency RIA Novosti.
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The Kremlin called the planned military expansion a response to "the proxy war" it
claims the West is waging against Russia in Ukraine — a claim Moscow has long
wielded to justify its brutal invasion.

Some analysts have noted that the changes announced this week — especially
breaking the current, single Western Military District into several smaller ones — in
some ways represent a step into the past.

"Shoigu's announcements since December have been a little surreal to see. In most
cases, the posture changes are returning to the past (pre-2010 era), not a step
forward," said Dara Massicot, a senior policy researcher at RAND Corporation.

"[His] statements of more billets and more divisions will need more people and
equipment to populate them (even if they fall short of targets). This is a tall order to
achieve by 2026 without major changes to the Russian economy and personnel
system."

On Wednesday, Putin toured a defense enterprise, the Obukhovsky Plant in St.
Petersburg, which has been placed under U.S. sanctions, to praise efforts to increase
the output of weaponry and heavy machinery.

Russia has lost a significant amount of equipment that has been either destroyed,
captured by Ukraine or abandoned by retreating Russian soldiers over the last 11
months. Independent Russian and international media outlets have also reported in
detail on the myriad cases when poorly equipped Russian soldiers ended up on the
front line, pointing towards production difficulties in the country's military-industrial
complex.

Putin told workers at the plant that Russia was justified in calling Ukraine a country
full of "neo-Nazis," and he insisted that victory was "inevitable."

Putin’s Next Big Mistake: Sending T-14 Armata Tanks to Ukraine
Stavros Atlamazoglou - 1945

Russia's T-14 Armata Tank Headed to Ukraine? Ukrainian forces might soon begin
to encounter new Russian T-14 Armata main battle tanks on the battlefield, according
to the latest Western intelligence.

https://www.businessinsider.com/russia-wants-armata-tank-ukraine-but-scared-to-use-combat-2023-1?op=1
https://www.19fortyfive.com/2023/01/russias-t-14-armata-the-super-tank-that-flopped-in-ukraine/


Russia T-14 Armata© Provided by 1945

According to British Military Intelligence, the Russian military is considering
deploying a small number of its latest T-14 Armata tanks in Ukraine.

The T-14 Armata in Ukraine?
Satellite imagery from late December showed a small number of T-14 Armata tanks in
a training area in southern Russia that has been used by Russian units to prepare for
deployment in Ukraine.

Russian pro-government media outlets are also claiming that the T-14 Armata will
soon be deployed to Ukraine. But, British Military Intelligence assesses that it is still
not clear if the tank is on the ground fighting yet.
“Any T-14 deployment is likely to be a high-risk decision for Russia. Eleven years in
development, the programme has been dogged with delays, reduction in planned fleet
size, and reports of manufacturing problems,” British Military.

Intelligence assessed in its latest estimate of the conflict.
Although the Russian hope would be that the T-14 Armata would prove to be
a wunderwaffe that would break Ukrainian defenses, in reality, a very small number
of untested tanks would more likely prove a nuisance to Russian commanders on the
ground rather than an assistance.

To begin with, the strained Russian logistics will struggle even more to support a
highly advanced tank, especially in the current winter conditions.
The T-14 Armata, moreover, is larger and heavier than other Russian main battle
tanks and will have more difficulty crossing bridges or fording rivers.

“If Russia deploys T-14, it will likely primarily be for propaganda purposes.
Production is probably only in the low tens, while commanders are unlikely to trust
the vehicle in combat,” a source from British Military Intelligence added.

The Danger of Russian Tanks
Although the Russian forces have lost more than 1,600 tanks (Ukraine claims to have
destroyed more than 3,000), Russian tanks still pose a deadly threat to Ukrainian
troops on the ground.
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Despite tank crews' superior training and morale, the Ukrainian tanks are older than
their Russian adversaries. To be sure, the U.S., Czech Republic, Poland, and the
Netherlands have sent or helped modernize hundreds of T-72 main battle tanks to
Ukraine, but some of the newer Russian models are still superior.

In a recent interview with the U.K. Times, a Ukrainian tank company
commander acknowledged a Russian superiority in tanks, suggesting that more
advanced Western tanks are the best way to go forward.

The Ukrainian tanker said that if his unit came across a Russian T-90 tank, then they
needed three of their own T-64 or T-72 tanks to take it out.

Introduced in 2016, the T-90M, the latest version of the tank, packs improved armor,
an upgraded gun, and enhanced satellite navigation systems.

When the war began, the Russian military had approximately 100 T-90M tanks in
service, divided among its most elite tank formations. Ukraine has destroyed or
captured approximately 45 T-90 tanks, including 10 “M” models.

The 'meh' presidency: Biden slips again
Byron York (Opinion) - Washington Examiner

THE 'MEH' PRESIDENCY: BIDEN SLIPS AGAIN. Here's a lesson from the polls in
the last 16 months. When President Joe Biden is unpopular, when things are going
badly, his job approval rating falls to about 36%. When he is doing better, when
things are going well, his job approval rises to about 44%.

The 'meh' presidency: Biden slips again© Provided by Washington Examiner

That's not a very wide range. Biden has not had majority approval in
the RealClearPolitics average of polls since Aug. 14, 2021. He's been settled in the
36-44% range, with a majority of voters disapproving of his job performance, for
more than a year. Even on his best days, Biden's is a "meh" presidency.

Recently, the conventional wisdom has been far different — that Biden has been on a
roll. Although his party lost control of the House in last November's midterm elections,
in general Democrats did better than expected in the elections, even picking up a seat
in the Senate.
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Then, the thinking goes, Biden looked good by comparison when some House
Republicans turned the election of Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-CA) into a chaotic,
multi-ballot mess.

Some media commentators were eager to declare Biden a success. "Biden begins
2023 with a stronger hand to play," declared Politico.
"Biden and his team feeling vindicated," declared CNN. "Whisper it, but Joe Biden
had a brilliant year," declared Newsweek.
Of course, it should be said that some outlets have always been ready to declare
Biden a success. Back in August, the New York Times declared, "Biden is on a roll
that any president would relish." That was before he lost control of the House and any
hope for a legislative agenda in the second half of his term.

In any event, on the strength of his midterm performance and Republican missteps,
Biden's job approval rating recently soared to...44%. A couple of polls had him at
47%. One had him at 50%, but several others had him in the low 40s. In other words
— not much different for this president, on a roll or not.

Now, a new Quinnipiac poll provides a measure of Biden's standing in the wake of the
classified documents scandal. The news is not good. Biden's job approval rating is
38% in the new survey, with 53% disapproval. A full 45% said they strongly
disapprove of Biden's performance, versus only 20% who said they strongly approve
of the job he is doing.

WH: Biden won't negotiate around the full faith and credit of the U.S.
Biden's approval ratings on various issues are uniformly bad. Just 36% approve of
his handling of the economy, 38% approve of his handling of foreign policy, and 46%
approve of his handling of the war in Ukraine.

On the crisis on the U.S.-Mexico border, an appalling 17% approve of the job he is
doing, versus 70% who disapprove. Seventy percent disapproval! That's quite an
accomplishment.

It is no surprise that people still say the economy is the "most urgent issue facing the
country today." Thirty-five percent named it their top concern.
After that came gun violence and crime; a combined 14% named them.
Then immigration, at 11%. Climate change came in at 8%.
Russia's war in Ukraine was named by just 3%, and COVID came in at exactly 1%.

On the documents matter, Quinnipiac asked: "Do you think President Biden acted
appropriately or inappropriately in the way he handled classified documents after
leaving the White House as vice president?"
Sixty-two percent said Biden acted inappropriately, versus just 21% who said he
acted appropriately. That's nearly a 3-to-1 margin of people who do not believe Biden
acted appropriately, which does not bode well for his future attempts to get past the
scandal.

Is the Quinnipiac survey evidence that Biden will sink back to the high 30s — the
position that seems to be his default when things aren't going well? That is unclear.
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We don't know what will happen in the documents case. But the president's apparent
fade, after a period when events were going his way, suggests that the 36-to-44 range
is his natural home.

Americans don't hate him. But they don't love him, either. They don't feel that strongly
about him, unless they strongly disapprove of him. It's kind of a "meh" presidency.

US forces capture global ISIS recruiter in Syria helicopter assault
Anders Hagstrom - FOX News

U.S. and coalition forces carried out a helicopter assault on an ISIS stronghold in
Syria on Thursday, capturing a one extremist involved in global recruiting for the
terrorist organization.

(CENTCOM) carried out the operation on Wednesday in partnership with the Syrian
Democratif Forces (SDF). The ISIS operative, who the military did not name, was
involved in planning multiple ISIS operations and also served as a global recruiter.

"The capture of this ISIS operative will disrupt the terrorist
organization’s threatening U.S. citizens, our partners and innocent civilians," said
Col. Joe Buccino, CENTCOM spokesperson.

"ISIS continues to represent a threat to the U.S. and partners in the region.
CENTCOM maintains a sufficient and sustainable presence in the region and will
continue to counter threats against regional security," he added.

A masked Islamic State soldier poses holding the ISIS flag in 2015. © Pictures from
History/Universal Images Group via Getty Images
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Women walk in the al-Hol camp that houses some 60,000 refugees, including families
and supporters of the Islamic State group, many of them foreign nationals, in
Hasakeh province, Syria, May 1, 2021. AP Photo/Baderkhan Ahmad, File© AP

Photo/Baderkhan Ahmad, File

U.S. forces in Syria frequently work alongside SDF forces for operations in the
country. CENTCOM says no civilians were killed or injured in Wednesday's assault,
according to an initial assessment. No U.S. or allies forces were injured either.

Another U.S. helicopter raid in eastern Syria killed two ISIS militants in early
December. U.S. forces also captured six ISIS militants in a series of operations the
week of December 20. CENTCOM identified one of the men as al-Zubaydi, whom they
identified as a senior provincial officer for ISIS.

U.S. Army soldiers prepare to go out on patrol from a remote combat outpost on May
25, 2021, in northeastern Syria. John Moore/Getty Images© John Moore/Getty

Images

The U.S. has been fighting ISIS in Syria since 2015 and continues to maintain a
presence in the country with roughly 900 soldiers stationed there.

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/us-forces-capture-global-isis-recruiter-in-syria-helicopter-assault/ar-AA16wFAv?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=ce2da32f5d2d47fa907cfd6eda78db72&fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/us-forces-capture-global-isis-recruiter-in-syria-helicopter-assault/ar-AA16wFAv?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=ce2da32f5d2d47fa907cfd6eda78db72&fullscreen=true


Putin's Trojan War: Is Russia Hiding Troops in Cargo Tanks for Kyiv Push?
Brendan Cole - Newsweek

Russia is reportedly using railway tank cars to secretly transport troops to Belarus,
according to a Belarusian opposition media outlet, amid speculation about Vladimir
Putin's next move in Ukraine.

Russian President Vladimir Putin (L) and Belarussian President Alexander
Lukashenko (R) on December 19, 2022 in Minsk, Belarus. Speculation is mounting
over what role Belarus might play in Putin's invasion of Ukraine.© Getty Images

Nasha Niva said on Thursday that it had been told by sources that Russia was using
the tank cars to transport troops in order to "mislead satellite and visual monitoring"
of the shipments.

A spokesperson for Nasha Niva told Newsweek: "It is hard to assess if these are
pseudo-maneuvers to make Ukraine keep an army reserve in the north or a
preparation to attack Ukraine once more from Belarus. We just have this fact of
secret transports in a weird way."

The story was shared on social and Ukrainian media, although the claims haven't
been verified.

When contacted by Newsweek, the Belarusian Hajun Project, which monitors military
activity within the territory of Belarus, referred to its tweet that said as yet: "We have
no reason to believe that this information is true, as we have no confirmation."

"We also see no expediency of such transportation," it said.
"Anyway, there is still a stage of unloading the trains, and Russians also need
somewhere to live, which means that the presence of the Russian military will be
noticed by local residents or via satellite images."
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Meanwhile, defense analyst Konrad Muzyka, from Rochan Consulting, said that there
were daily reports about Russian passenger cars arriving in Belarus with troops so it
wasn't clear why tanker cars would be needed.

"Even if they want to mask the scale of the deployment, they probably won't be able to
hide increased presence on training grounds," he told Newsweek, as "satellites will
find them there."

However, the report comes as questions mount over what role Belarus might play in
Putin's invasion in the coming months. President Volodymyr Zelensky said Kyiv must
"be ready" at its border with Belarus as Ukraine's air force command last week
warned there could be missile attacks from the country.

Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko has so far avoided direct involvement in
Putin's invasion of Ukraine, although he allowed his ally to use Belarus' territory as a
staging post early in the war for a move on Kyiv.

Belarusian–Russian military cooperation has intensified since the establishment of a
joint force in October 2022. Belarusian joint military exercises were held this week as
troops and equipment continue to be transported from Russia into Belarus.

"Belarusian military involvement in a repeat invasion of Ukraine from the north
would increase the likelihood of Ukrainian armed forces conducting retaliatory, if not
pre-emptive, artillery, missile and air strikes on military targets in southern Belarus,"
Alex Kokcharov, a country risk analyst, told Newsweek.

"The overt involvement of Belarusian forces in offensive operations against Ukraine
would likely trigger Ukrainian strikes and special forces operations against military
targets on Belarusian territory," he added.

Russia claims that it was ready to strike an early peace deal with Ukraine but the
West ruined it
Joshua Zitser (jzitser@businessinsider.com) - Business Insider
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Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov
in April 2018. Sergei Ilnitsky/Pool Photo via AP, File© Sergei Ilnitsky/Pool Photo via

AP, File

Russia's foreign minister said Russia was open to negotiating with Ukraine in the
early months of the war.
Sergey Lavrov blamed the US and other Western nations for blocking peace talks.
At the time, Western leaders urged Ukraine to approach negotiations cautiously.

Photos in Gallery©AP Photo/Kostiantyn Liberov

5 of the biggest surprises of Putin's devastating war in Ukraine
When Russian forces invaded Ukraine in late February, Putin and other observers
expected the country to crumble fast. Over 10 months later Ukraine still stands, and
its forces has even liberated occupied lands.

Throughout this conflict, there have been surprises on both sides. Here are 5 of the
biggest twists. Russian President Vladimir Putin expected victory to come quickly and
without trouble when his forces invaded Ukraine.
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When the Russian leader delivered his televised war declaration on February 24,
sending his troops forward to carry out a large-scale invasion, he anticipated that
Kyiv would fall in a matter of days — a grave assessment echoed by US and Western
intelligence, as well as many think tank experts and analysts.

More than 10 months later, the city of nearly 3 million people remains in Ukrainian
hands. The country's forces have managed to not only weather Moscow's invasion on
multiple fronts, but have even pushed Russian troops back in some areas, liberating
thousands of square miles of territory that had fallen to Russian troops early in the
war.

US officials have declared Putin's war efforts in Ukraine a "failure." That said, there
is still no end in sight for the sight for this devastating conflict that has
caused hundreds of thousands of casualties and left Ukrainian cities in ruins.

The poor performance of the Russian military has surprised Putin and other
observers, but it's only one of several unexpected twists in the past 10 months of war.
Here are some other unforeseen moments.
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The way Russia invaded and the failures that came with it
The earliest — and perhaps biggest — surprise was the way that Russia carried out
its invasion of Ukraine.
Seeming to overestimate the strength of his armed forces and underestimate the will
of Ukraine to resist, Putin — and some Western intelligence — expected Kyiv would
not be able to hold out more than a few days.
Miscalculations by Russian leadership coupled with the poor communication of
objectives to officers and troops tasked with fighting the war, however, let to an array
of Russian mistakes and blunders during the early days of the war, like units finding
themselves isolated or struggling with substantial logistical problems.
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Russian forces were expected to move in large groups consisting of soldiers, armor,
and artillery, conducting combined arms warfare with air support and other assets,
but that didn't happen.

"We would have thought that they would have done a much more deliberate, well-
thought-through operation. That is not what they did," Jeffrey Edmonds, a Russia
expert at the Center for Naval Analyses and former CIA military analyst, told Insider,
explaining that Russia didn't lead with a massive air campaign and its soldiers were
basically just told to drive to Kyiv.
"That's not the way we at all thought that they would invade," he said.
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Ukraine's ability to not only stop the Russians but drive them back
Heading into the war, Russia greatly underestimated the will of the Ukrainian people
to defend their homeland and the strength and combat capability of the country's
military.

"Another surprise was the level of capability of the Ukrainians to defend against the
invasion, despite Russian screw ups," Edmonds said. "And that's continued
throughout."

Ukraine managed to not only protect Kyiv against the advancing Russian troops, but
it even managed to force their retreat from the capital region after just a few weeks.
Beyond that, Ukrainian troops have since managed to liberate thousands of square
miles of territory from Russian occupation during various counteroffensives along the
war's northeastern and southern fronts.

One significant achievement was the recent liberation of Kherson. This southern city
was the first major city captured by Putin's forces and the only regional capital
Russian troops had managed to seize. It was a big early war win for Russia, but it was
unable to hold it.
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The weapons Ukraine had to fight the war and the way they were used on the
battlefield have made a tremendous difference.

Edmonds said the effectiveness of US-provided High Mobility Artillery Rocket System
(HIMARS), and Ukraine's ability to integrate these weapons into its arsenal, were
unexpected. These rocket launchers were much-sought-after by Ukraine, and quickly
became celebrated among the country's armed forces and its top officials for the
damage they could deliver to Russian forces.
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The Kharkiv counteroffensive that hit in the northeast as everyone was looking south
After months of fighting in a grinding and slow-moving conflict in Ukraine's eastern
Donbas region, Kyiv's forces launched two major counteroffensives along the war's
northeastern and southern fronts.

Only the southern offensive to retake Kherson had been expected, as Ukraine had
been telegraphing that one for months. As Russian troops moved to defend along the
southern front, Ukrainian forces suddenly hit hard from unexpected direction.

Ukraine's northeastern counteroffensive, which was focused in the Kharkiv region,
began in late summer and featured a blitz-style push on Russian positions. The
advance quickly turned into a rout that forced Russian troops to abandon massive
amounts of weaponry and saw Ukraine liberate huge chunks of land.

Edmonds said the Kharkiv counteroffensive was a "big surprise" to everyone,
including the Ukrainians, especially considering the "extent and speed" of Ukraine's
advances.

Ukraine has "shown a remarkable ability to take advantages of opportunities that
present themselves on the battlefield, and the current counteroffensive in Kharkiv is
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no exception to that," Pentagon Press Secretary Air Force Brig. Gen. Pat Ryder said
in mid-September.
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Explosive attacks behind Russian lines that stirred instability and fear at rear
positions
Another unexpected aspect of the war in Ukraine has been the number of attacks far
behind the line in Russian-controlled territory. There have been attacks in occupied
areas like the Crimean peninsula but also in Russia.

Earlier this month, a handful of Russian bases — two of them located hundreds of
miles from the Ukraine border — were rocked by explosions. The attacks were
reportedly the result of drones launched from Ukrainian territory, though Kyiv denied
involvement.

The Russian defense ministry blamed the attacks on Soviet-era drones. Although there
was some speculation on the type, it is unclear. That Russian bases could be targeted
so deep within the country raised eyebrows, as it pointed to a major force protection
failure and a longer reach than expected for Ukraine.

"I don't think anybody foresaw them having UAV capability that could reach into
Russia and attack strategic air bases," Edmonds said.

And those strikes were not isolated instances. A few weeks prior, Ukraine appeared to
attack Russia's naval forces at southern Crimea's Sevastopol using unmanned surface
vehicles (USVs) and UAVs.

Although the use of drones throughout this conflict has not been a surprise, Edmonds
said that "some of the ways in which they've been used, and the success of the
operations with them, have been somewhat surprising."
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The extent of Western support for Ukraine
Immediately after Russia's February 24 invasion, Western countries wasted no time in
banding together to condemn Putin for launching the attack — a response that the
Russian leader did not anticipate, at least not at the level seen throughout the war.

Ten months into this conflict, countries from NATO and the European Union have
since stayed relatively unified in their support for Ukraine, providing military and
humanitarian aid while also slapping round after round of sanctions on Russia.

Putin's miscalculations on the strength of a united Western response, meanwhile,
have opened the door to NATO expansion, something he has historically
been strongly against. The war has even led some countries — like Germany and
Switzerland — to reverse various military, foreign, and financial policies.

"I think both the US response and the European solidarity on [the war] were
surprising to everybody." Edmonds said. "I just think there's this up welling feeling of
like, this just isn't acceptable."

For now, the war continues with no clear immediate off ramp. Despite significant
setbacks for Russia in this conflict, Moscow has signaled that it intends to continue its
fight. Putin himself has said this will be a long process, and Ukraine is bracing for
the possibility of new Russian offensives in the new year.

Russia was open to negotiating with Ukraine shortly after it launched its offensive last
year, but the United States and other Western allies advised Kyiv against holding
talks, Russia's foreign minister claimed on Monday.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov blamed the West for the stalled talks during
a visit to Pretoria, South Africa, as part of a Russian push to strengthen ties with the
African nation, per The Washington Post.
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"It is well known that we supported the proposal of the Ukrainian side to negotiate
early in the special military operation and by the end of March, the two delegations
agreed on the principle to settle this conflict," said Lavrov, per The Post.

"It is [also] well known and was published openly that our American, British, and
some European colleagues told Ukraine that it is too early to deal, and the
arrangement which was almost agreed was never revisited by the Kyiv regime," he
added.

In the weeks after Russian President Vladimir Putin launched his invasion of Ukraine,
a number of fruitless peace talks took place as Russia continued to bomb Ukrainian
cities.

Toward the end of March, highly anticipated negotiations took place in Istanbul,
Turkey, which Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said showed "positive"
signs.

Ukrainian negotiators agreed to a neutral status if Ukraine received adequate
security guarantees from the West, bowing to a major Russian demand. Meanwhile,
Moscow agreed to "fundamentally cut back" military activity near Kyiv and Chernihiv,
which Russian Deputy Minister of Defence Alexander Fomin said was to "increase
mutual trust."

However, Zelenskyy expressed some skepticism, saying: "Ukrainians are not naive
people."

The talks did not lead to peace, or even a ceasefire, with Russian President Vladimir
Putin saying on April 12 that negotiations had reached a "dead end."
Lavrov told Russian media in April that a decision to halt talks was taken on the
advice of American and British "colleagues" — a line he has since maintained.

According to Ukrainska Pravda, a Ukrainian media outlet, the talks were called off
after Zelenskyy was visited by Johnson, then the UK's prime minister, who advised
that Putin was a war criminal who should not be negotiated with.

At the time Ukraine was also gathering evidence of war crimes following the Bucha
massacre in late March, according to the media outlet.

Neither Russia nor Ukraine have shown signs that a diplomatic resolution to the war
is now forthcoming.

The New York Times reported in December that both Ukraine and Russia have
insisted that they are willing to engage in peace talks, but both are offering hard-line
terms for sitting down at the negotiating table.

Ukraine proposed a peace summit in February 2022, based on the principles of a 10-
point peace plan, but said it would only allow Russia to participate if it takes part in a
war-crimes tribunal, per the Associated Press.
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Russia, meanwhile, has said that Ukraine would need to accept Russia's annexation of
Luhansk, Donetsk, Kherson, and Zaporizhia as part of any peace agreement.

Vladimir Putin Set To 'Disappear' From Leadership Position As Intelligence
Official Confirms There Is 'Cleary Something Wrong' With Russian Leader's
Health
Radar Online

Mega© Radar Online

Vladimir Putin is reportedly set to “disappear” from his leadership position within
the Kremlin because there is “clearly something wrong” with his
health, RadarOnline.com has learned.

In a sudden development to come amid rumors and reports the 70-year-old Russian
leader’s health is quickly deteriorating, intelligence officials have revealed Putin is
preparing to step down as Russia’s leader.

Mega© Radar Online

The surprising revelation also comes as Russia’s ongoing war against Ukraine is
"going from bad to worse,” and Putin’s political career is “hanging in the balance”
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as his forces struggle to take the neighboring nation one year after first invading in
February 2022.
“He's probably faced with another call-up. That clearly is deeply unpopular in
Russia,” Sir Richard Dearlove, the former head of MI6, recently said according
to Daily Star. “There must be massive tensions within the leadership group inside the
Kremlin, there must be massive tensions socially across Russia over this whole issue.”

Mega© Radar Online

“I just don't think we can say if he will be deposed,” Dearlove continued. “I rashly
predicted last year that on the grounds of probably his health, he gets shuffled off into
a sanatorium and would disappear and then you would just have a probably a
continuation of the same regime and in someone else hands.”

Related video: Vladimir Putin opponent says he's a dead man walking (Dailymotion)
“I still think that that's a possibility,” the former head of MI6 added. “There's clearly
something wrong with him. Physically, I think. I'm not a clinician but I know there are
clinicians analyzing his movements. There's something wrong with him and maybe
that is affecting his political judgment as well.”

Mega© Radar Online

As RadarOnline.com previously reported, Dearlove is not the first intelligence official
to predict that Putin steps down as Russia’s leader as a result of his ongoing health
problems and failures in Ukraine.
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Just last week, the Russian leader’s own bodyguards allegedly revealed Putin
is “withdrawn, silent and deeply preoccupied” as he continues to receive treatment
for what is suspected to be an ongoing cancer diagnosis.
The alleged “course of treatment” Putin is receiving has also reportedly left the
Russian leader’s “psycho-emotional state” drastically affected, and the drugs he is
continuing to receive as part of the treatment reportedly cause “weakness, dizziness,
and lack of appetite” that do not “affect his psycho-emotional state in the best way.”
Even more startling was the recent back-and-forth between Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov regarding
whether Putin is still alive.

Mega© Radar Online

“I don’t quite understand who to speak with and about what,” Zelenskyy said during
a forum on Thursday. “I’m not sure the president of Russia, who sometimes appears
against a green screen, is the right one.”

“I don’t quite understand if he is alive,” he continued, “if he is making the decisions,
or who is making the decisions there.”

Shortly after Zelenskyy’s remarks regarding Putin’s current status, Peskov fired back
but refused to clarify or confirm whether the Russian leader is still alive.

“Clearly, Zelenskyy would prefer for neither Russia nor Putin to exist,” the Kremlin
spokesman responded. “The sooner he realizes that Russia exists and will exist, the
better for such a country as Ukraine.”

F-15EX sticks it to China and means Xi's militarism now being matched with new
US weaponry
Rebecca Grant - FOX News
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The F-15EX has one major job: to stick it to China, if Xi Jinping is foolish enough to
try a military attack anywhere in the Pacific.

Last week, the Air Force confirmed that the F-15EX Eagle II fighter completed tests
out over the Gulf of Mexico, demonstrating that it can carry up to 12 air-to-air
missiles under its wings at one time. That’s a record no other Air Force plane can
match.

Call it the Dirty Dozen. You don’t want to be the Chinese pilot facing that kind of
firepower. This is a big deal, because deterring war in the Pacific pretty much boils
down to missile shots.
On top of this, there’s another new weapon for the F-15EX that caught my eye: the
Air Force’s hypersonic boost-glide weapon, nicknamed Arrow.

So just how did a 1970s-design fighter link up with a 21st-century hypersonic missile?
Emergency measures, I assure you, driven by the serious threat from China.

The original F-15 first flew in 1972 and is still the last word in cool. In air combat, F-
15s have a spotless record of 104 to zero, if you include Israeli and American kills
against enemy fighters over the years. The ground-attack variant F-15E Strike Eagles
(sometimes called the Mudhen) have piled up combat successes over Iraq,
Afghanistan, Syria and more.

By the way, I flew in the backseat of an F-15D for an hour of simulated dog-fighting
off Guam a while back, and let me tell you, the jet is indescribable. The heavy
gravitational forces, the turns, the shuddering sounds of the twin tails… the faint
rubbing alcohol and Tootsie Roll smell of the oxygen mask… breathtaking.

But the F-15 is an old warrior. Even the ground-attack F-15Es date from the Reagan
administration. Enter the F-15EX. Having failed to buy new stealth fighters fast
enough, the Air Force made a stop-gap decision in 2019 to purchase the F-15EX.
AMERICA'S NEW B-21 RAIDER HAS 4 BIG SECRETS CHINA WANTS TO STEAL
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And that’s good news for deterrence in the Pacific. The F-15EX can carry under its
fuselage the large, new hypersonic weapons – like the one tested by the Air Force B-
52 on Dec. 12, 2022. Pay attention to this weapon. The Advanced Rapid Reaction
Weapon – called Arrow – is very fast. It flies at least Mach 5+, which is about 3,800
mph, and aviation pundits speculate it might be even faster. It’s big, which is why a B-
52 test-launched it from under its wings. The Arrow is "intended to attack high-value,
time-sensitive, land-based targets," according to the Pentagon’s test and evaluation
office. Think mobile missile batteries, cruise missile sites, air defenses, and that’s just
for starters.

F-15EX sticks it to China and means Xi's militarism now being matched with new US
weaponry© Provided by Wikipedia.

As the Pentagon has known for years, those critical military targets are all up and
down China’s coastal areas. Lurking there are the amphibious ships, aircraft and
other invasion forces menacing Taiwan.

Remember last summer when China fanned out forces around Taiwan because they
were mad about Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s visit? The early stages of a war might look
quite similar. To deter, U.S. and allied forces have to be hefty enough to threaten to
take out a significant portion of the attacking Chinese forces.

The F-15EX is not your platform of choice if war plans call for attacking targets deep
in China. The far stealthier B-2 bomber, F-22 fighter and F-35 fighters, and before
long, the B-21, will take on those missions.

Case in point: the anti-satellite laser base in Xinjiang province, near Urumqi.
According to the Defense Intelligence Agency, this ground-based laser could hit
satellites on orbit. That’s a nasty weapon if Xi Jinping thinks he can use it with
impunity to disable American satellites.

But for that mass of littoral targets, the F-15EX could be very helpful. There’s also a
rich repository of littoral targets at China’s space launch complex on Hainan Island.
And if you’ve read up on World War II, you recall that air-power is vital to stopping
naval activity in the Pacific.
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"We have a lot of capabilities we don’t advertise," Air Force Secretary Frank Kendall
said on Thursday, and "China would do well to be cautious."

Sound escalatory? No, this is standard planning, and crucial to conventional
deterrence. The Chinese have got to realize that the U.S. and allies have aircraft that
can penetrate through their defenses and hold targets at risk of being struck.

Believe me, it’s not that anybody wants this to happen. The fact is that China under Xi
has abandoned "peaceful rise" for a level of militarism not seen since the 1950s. Sure,
the F-15EX will be just one of many aircraft in the fight, but it’s going to
take everything America’s got to make Xi think twice.

An Air Battle Is Raging Over Bakhmut
David Axe - Forbes (Staff)

Russian and Ukrainian pilots are braving enemy air-defenses to fly close-air-support
and air-defense sorties over Bakhmut, arguably the locus of fighting in eastern
Ukraine’s Donbas region in mid-January.

A Ukrainian air force Sukhoi Su-25 over Bakhmut. Via social media© Provided by
Forbes

Videos that have circulated on social media in recent days depict Russian air
force Sukhoi Su-25 attack planes and Ukrainian Su-25s and Sukhoi Su-27
interceptors roaring low over the ruined city, which remains under Ukrainian control
despite eight months of relentless Russian attacks.

It’s obvious neither side controls the air over Bakhmut. It’s equally obvious both sides
are, despite the risk, trying hard to gain local air-superiority. Russian air-defenses
compel Ukrainian pilots to fly at rooftop height. Ukrainian air-defenses
compel Russian pilots to fly just as low.
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It’s Russia’s battle to lose. Ukrainian brigades steadily have dug in, in and around
Bakhmut, since Russian forces—led by the shadowy mercenary firm The Wagner
Group—first attacked the city last spring.

Bakhmut lacks obvious military value. For Wagner, the city perhaps is a symbol. In
seizing the ruins of the nearly lifeless town, which lies 10 miles southwest of Russian-
occupied Severodonetsk—one of Donbas’s bigger cities—Wagner apparently aims to
establish itself as an alternative to the regular Russian army.

For the Ukrainians, Bakhmut is an opportunity to bleed Wagner of its fighting
strength. For months, the mercenary firm has hurled battalion after battalion of
under-trained troops—ex-convicts, mostly—at Ukrainian defenses in the Bakhmut
sector.
“Their tactic is to send people to die,” Oleksandr Pohrebyskyy, a sergeant in the
Ukrainian 46th Air Mobile Brigade, told Ukrainian Pravda.

The Ukrainians have killed thousands of Wagner fighters and stubbornly held on in
Bakhmut, as the cost of many hundreds or thousands of casualties of their own.
In the settlement of Soledar, just north of Bakhmut, Wagner’s human-wave tactics
actually worked. On Jan. 12, photos circulated online depicting Wagner fighters in
Soledar’s iconic salt mines.

The fall of Soledar doesn’t necessarily mean Bakhmut is in imminent danger of falling,
too. “The capture of the center and most of Soledar by Wagner units is an undoubted
tactical success,” wrote Igor Girkin, a former Russian army officer who played a key
role in Russia’s 2014 annexation of Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula. “However, the
enemy's front was not broken through.”

“The battles for the city are not over yet—the western outskirts and suburbs will have
to be stormed,” Girkin added. “The enemy command definitely controls the situation.”

Russian air force jets—perhaps flown by Wagner pilots—have bombed and rocketed
Ukrainian positions in and around Bakhmut. Ukrainian jets meanwhile have
struck Russian positions. It’s not apparent that the air raids have made a significant
difference for either side. Artillery, not air power, is the big killer around Bakhmut.

But all those fighter pilots risking their lives over Bakhmut are evidence of the battle’s
intensity. The Russian and Ukrainian air forces both have suffered losses in the
Bakhmut sector. Neither air arm has called it quits.

Indeed, right now the battle for Bakhmut might represent the Ukrainian air force’s
main line of effort. The air force went to war with no more than 34 ex-Soviet Su-27s—
and has lost at least seven of them to Russian missiles.

That the Ukrainians are willing to risk some of their 27 remaining Su-27s, when
there’s almost no prospect of replacing any of the jets they lose, speaks to their
determination to defend Bakhmut.
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Ukraine Is Getting A Small Number Of Leopard 2A6 Tanks With Uniquely
Powerful Guns
David Axe - Forbes Staff

The longer the barrel in a tank or artillery gun, the more pressure the gun can build
up before it ejects its shell. The greater the pressure, the greater the shell’s peak
velocity—and the greater its range and penetrative power.

German army Leopard 2A6s. DVIDS© Provided by Forbes

Put simply: longer barrels mean more firepower. Which is why it matters that
Germany, Poland and Norway are donating to Ukraine different versions of the
iconic Leopard 2 tank.

The German models—newer Leopard 2A6s—have 55-caliber, 120-millimeter main
guns. The Polish and Norwegian models—older Leopard 2A4s—have 44-caliber guns
of the same diameter. The Rheinmetall L/55 gun is nearly five feet longer than the
Rheinmetall L/44 is.

The L/55’s extra length boosts its shells’ peak velocity from 5,400 feet per second to
5,700 feet per second, with a commensurate boost to their penetrating power.

Calculations are complex, but it’s possible an L/55 can penetrate a third as much
armor as an L/44 can, making the former a much more fearsome anti-tank weapon.

The Ukrainians obviously would prefer to receive from their foreign allies the best
possible tanks with the most possible firepower. The problem, for the Ukrainians, is
that tanks packing L/55s are in much shorter supply than are tanks with L/44s.

The A6s with their longer L/55s are much rarer. There are around 500 A6s and
similar A7s in service with five countries, including Germany.

All that is to say, as NATO countries open up their warehouses and ship to Ukraine
every Leopard 2 they can spare, most of the secondhand tanks will be A4 models.
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It’s already happening. Germany as of Wednesday had pledged to Ukraine a
company of around 14 Leopard 2A6s. Poland for its part had offered a company of 14
or so Leopard 2A4s. Norway had identified eight A4s it could spare.

It’s clear the A6s will be a fleet within the wider Ukrainian Leopard 2 fleet mostly
made up of 2A4 models. It’s even possible the Ukrainian army will end up operating
just one battalion of Leopard 2A6s alongside a brigade of a hundred or so older
Leopard 2s.

The A6s will pose a logistical challenge, of course. The L/55 requires unique support.
But that extra effort will sustain a “silver-bullet” sub-fleet of super-powerful, tank-
killing tanks.

Ukrainian commanders might want to deploy their Leopard 2A6s to sectors where
Russian commanders have deployed their own best T-90 tanks. In other words, the
Leopard 2A6s with their powerful L/55 guns could head east—to Bakhmut or Svatove,
where the T-90s are thickest on the ground.

Biden approves sending 31 Abrams tanks to Ukraine
ABC News

In a major increase of U.S. support to Ukraine, President Joe Biden has signed off
on sending 31 M1 Abrams tanks to the war-torn country as concerns mount over a
new Russian offensive this spring.

"Secretary [Lloyd] Austin has recommended this step because it will enhance the
Ukraine's capacity to defend its territory and achieve its strategic objectives," Biden
said on Wednesday in remarks from the White House's Roosevelt Room, flanked by
Austin, the defense secretary, and Secretary of State Antony Blinken.

Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has repeatedly appealed for more tanks,
with a harsh winter and the one-year anniversary of Russia's invasion approaching.
The political maneuvering had muddled Ukraine's plea while Russia is thought to be
preparing for a spring offensive.

For weeks, Pentagon officials said publicly that the Abrams tanks weren't suited for
the fight in Ukraine, including because of the fuel they need to operate. But officials
also did not rule out the vehicles as a potential long-term possibility.

The U.S. transfer of Abrams tanks seemingly spurred Germany to authorize the
transfer of German-made Leopard 2s to Ukraine -- and allow the 12 NATO countries
that have Leopard 2s to send them to Ukraine, with the most vocal of those countries
being Poland.

"We remain united and determined as ever in our conviction and our cause," Biden
said at the White House. "These tanks are further evidence of our enduring,
unflagging commitment to Ukraine and our confidence in the skill of the Ukrainian
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forces. As I told President Zelenskyy when he was here ... in December: 'We're with
you for as long as it takes, Mr. President.'"

Thirty-one Abrams tanks is a specific number, a U.S. official told reporters in a
conference call earlier Wednesday, as it constitutes one Ukrainian tank battalion. "So
we are specifically meeting that requirement."

Biden said that the U.S. is also pledging to train Ukrainians so they are prepared to
integrate the Abram tanks into their defenses, though U.S. officials separately
acknowledged the new vehicles won't arrive for months.

The transfer of European tanks is set to be more expedient.
"The Abrams tanks are the most capable tanks in the world. They're also extremely
complex to operate and maintain, so we're also giving Ukraine the parts and
equipment necessary to effectively sustain these tanks on the battlefield. And we'll
begin to train the Ukrainian troops on these issues of sustainment, logistics and
maintenance as soon as possible," Biden said.

Administration officials had confirmed to ABC News on Tuesday that they were
considering sending the Abrams tanks to Ukraine under the Ukraine Security
Assistance Initiative. That means the U.S. will arrange for the contracting of the tanks
with their manufacturer, so the vehicles will not be able to be fielded for quite some
time -- possibly more than a year.

On Wednesday, Biden confirmed the extended timeline, which government officials
had said could take "months, as opposed to weeks."
"Delivering these tanks to the field is going to take time," the president said.

President Joe Biden and President of Ukraine Volodymyr Zelenskyy speak in the Oval
Office of the White House, Dec. 21, 2022.© Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post

via Getty Images

Early Wednesday, Germany confirmed it will supply Ukraine with Leopard 2 tanks
and approve requests by dozens of other countries to do the same. The U.K. has also
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committed 12 of its own Challenger 2 battle tanks, and Poland has asked Germany
for permission to send the Leopards it has in stock.

The president said he spoke Wednesday morning about the war with French President
Emmanuel Macron, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, Italian Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni and U.K. Prime Minister Rishi Sunak.

"I'm grateful to Chancellor Scholz for providing German Leopard 2 tanks and will
lead an effort to organize the European contribution of two tank battalions for
Ukraine," Biden said.
"Germany has really stepped up. The chancellor has been a strong, strong voice for
unity, a close friend and for the level of effort we're gonna continue."

Asked about the timing of this decision and whether Germany "forced you to change
your mind" about sending tanks, which the Pentagon was initially against, Biden
defended the move as a coordinated decision.
"Germany didn't force me to change your mind. We wanted to make sure we were all
together. That's what we were going to do all along and that's what we're doing right
now," he said.

Still, the commitment of tanks -- which a Ukrainian official had told ABC News could
number about 100 Leopard 2s -- falls far short of the 300 battle tanks that Zelenskyy
has said he needs.

U.S. officials argued on Wednesday that the new shipment of tanks highlights the
unity among all allies working to support Ukraine, minimizing the disagreement
between the U.S. and Germany on the usefulness of the Abrams vehicles.

Zelenskyy reacted to the tank commitments in a new SkyNews interview. "I would like
to say thank you to Germany, to Britain and to the United States that they made this
decision," he said.

Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky addresses the US Congress at the US
Capitol in Washington, D.C., on Dec. 21, 2022.© Mandel Ngan/AFP via Getty
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Russia reacts: 'Burn up ... like any other'
The Kremlin has downplayed the new supply of tanks, with spokesman Dmitry Peskov
saying in his daily briefing on Wednesday that "to supply U.S.-made Abrams tanks to
Ukraine won't work, as its initiators overestimate the potential of Ukrainian
servicemen."

"I am sure that many specialists overestimate the absurdity of this idea. Simply
because it's a rather bad plan in its technological aspects and, most importantly,
there is an obvious overestimation of the potential it could add to the Ukrainian
Armed Forces. This is yet another profound misconception," he added.

"We have repeatedly said that these tanks will burn up just like any other," Peskov
said.

Biden reiterated on Wednesday the United States' commitment to countering Russian
aggression on Ukrainian land.
"Today's announcement builds on the hard work and commitment from countries
around the world led by the United States of America to help Ukraine defend its
sovereignty and its territorial integrity. That's what this is about: helping Ukraine to
defend and protect Ukrainian land. It is not an offensive threat to Russia," he said.

More international commitments coming, official says
"We do expect other nations to announce contributions of additional armored
capability, including some that will be readily available for use on the battlefield in
the coming weeks," an official told reporters earlier Wednesday.
Ukraine wants American and German tanks quickly, as they're more advanced than
Russia's own.

"Hundreds of thanks are not hundreds of tanks," Zelenskyy said last week. "All of us
can use thousands of words in discussions, but I cannot put words instead of the guns
that are needed against Russian artillery or instead of the anti-aircraft missiles that
are needed to protect people from Russian air strikes."

The Biden administration last week had announced another huge military aid
package for Ukraine -- including close to 150 more armored vehicles -- but not the
Ukraine-requested tanks.

*** ABC News' Libby Cathey, Shannon K. Crawford, Luis Martinez, Matt Seyler and
Joseph Simonetti contributed to this report.

'I will not be part of this charade': McCarthy bleeding votes to boot Democrats off
committees
Matthew Chapman - Raw Story
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The path for Rep. Kevin McCarthy (R-CA) to follow through on his promise to boot
various Democratic House members off their committees was complicated on Tuesday
when, according to Axios, one member of his caucus came out against the idea:
Indiana Congresswoman Victoria Spartz.

Kevin McCarthy© Raw Story

"Spartz, in a statement, cited her votes in 2021 against kicking Reps. Marjorie Taylor
Greene (R-Ga.) and Paul Gosar (R-Ariz.) off their committees," reported Andrew
Solender.

"'Two wrongs do not make a right. Speaker Pelosi took unprecedented actions last
Congress to remove Reps. Greene and Gosar from their committees without proper
due process,' she said. 'As I spoke against it on the House floor two years ago, I will
not support this charade again.'" This comes after Reps. Nancy Mace (R-SC) and
David Valadao (R-CA) also expressed opposition to McCarthy's plan.

Two House Democrats McCarthy has pledged to remove, California Reps. Eric
Swalwell and Adam Schiff from the House Intelligence Committee, can be done
unilaterally without a vote, due to that committee's rules. But a third Democrat,
Minnesota Rep. Ilhan Omar, would require a full vote of the House to remove her
from the Foreign Affairs Committee, where Spartz would have a say.

McCarthy has a majority of less than half a dozen members, meaning any more
defections would likely sink the bid to sanction Omar specifically.

Greene was expelled from her committee assignments in 2021 following reports that
she endorsed the execution of prominent members of Congress on social media.

Gosar was censured and stripped of his assignments later that year after he attended
a white nationalist convention and posted an anime video of himself murdering Rep.
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) with a sword.

Analysts have panned McCarthy's excuses to do the same for various Democratic
members. He has pledged to remove Omar over incendiary statements about Israel
that were widely considered anti-Semitic, for which she later apologized.
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He is removing Swalwell over the fact that he was targeted by a Chinese spy for
information over a decade ago, even though he has never been accused of any
wrongdoing in that incident, and removing Schiff over a vague and unsubstantiated
allegation that he lied about whether he knew the identity of the whistle-blower who
exposed former President Donald Trump's attempts to extort the president of Ukraine.

Rep. Adam Schiff, who led first Trump impeachment, seeking CA Senate seat held
by Feinstein
Rachel Looker - USA TODAY

WASHINGTON – California Rep. Adam Schiff, who became a target of GOP
wrath for leading the first impeachment of then-president Donald Trump,
Thursday launched his candidacy for the Senate seat that fellow Democrat Dianne
Feinstein now occupies.

Committee member Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Calif.) speaks during the Oct. 13, 2022
hearing of the committee to investigate the January 6 attack on the United States

Capitol in Washington DC.© Jack Gruber, USA TODAY

"We’re in the fight of our lives — a fight I’m ready to lead as California’s next U.S.
Senator," he tweeted.
Schiff joins Democrat Rep. Katie Porter in the 2024 race even as Feinstein, currently
the longest-serving woman senator, has yet to announce whether she'll seek re-
election.
Feinstein not ready to announce her plans

It's likely an announcement from Feinstein, 89, isn't coming any time soon. She told
news website Raw Story that she does not have any plans to announce her intentions
until 2024.
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“I need a little bit of time, so it's not this year,” Feinstein told the news website.

Porter was the first to announce her Senate bid and challenge Feinstein. The
Southern California progressive was elected to the House in 2018 and reelected last
fall, winning by a narrow margin of three points.

Schiff launch comes after McCarthy blocked him from Intel committee
The California representative, 62, has served in the House since 2001.
He served as chair of the House Intelligence Committee in the last Congress when
Democrats controlled the chamber and was a member of the special committee
created to investigate the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol.

House Speaker Kevin McCarthy blocked Schiff this week from serving on the
Intelligence Committee in the 118th Congress, saying the congressman lied to the
public and is not fit to serve on a committee that deals with classified information.

The Army is readying a new directed energy weapon to swat drone swarms out of
the sky
Story by Jared Keller - Task & Purpose

The Army is moving forward with a new directed energy weapon to help provide air
defense against swarms of incoming enemy drones.

Epirus' Leonidas microwave weapon at a U.S. government testing site. © Provided by
Task & Purpose

Defense contractor Epirus, Inc. announced on Monday that it had received a $66.1
million contract from the Army’s Rapid Capabilities and Critical Technologies Office
(RCCTO) to develop prototypes of its Leonidas high-powered microwave short-range
air defense system.

Epirus will “rapidly deliver several prototype systems” to the Army this year “with
options to acquire additional support services” as part of the service’s Indirect Fire
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Protection Capability-High-Power Microwave Program (IFPC-HPM), the
company said in a statement.

The IFPC-HPM system is intended to provide a ground-based direct-energy weapon
that can “acquire, track, engage, and defeat” all manner of incoming threats, from
cruise missiles and rocket, artillery, and mortar (RAM) threats to incoming unmanned
aerial systems, according to the Army’s fiscal year 2023 budget documents.

While the IFPC’s other directed energy counterpart, the 300-kW High-Energy Laser,
that’s been under development for the last several years, is intended to provide point
defense against incoming threats like missiles, the microwave-based HPM is
optimized to disable multiple incoming UAVs simultaneously that might otherwise slip
through a conventional base defense grid.

As Breaking Defense aptly put it in a 2020 article: “If anti-drone lasers are like
sniper rifles, microwave weapons are like shotguns full of bird-shot.”

According to the Army, the IFPC-HPM system will provide “much needed protection
against adversarial UAS swarms capable of targeting and overwhelming U.S. and
allied air defense systems,” the service wrote in budget documents.

The Army had requested $131.09 million for fiscal year 2023 to advanced its IFPC
efforts, according to budget documents, with $43 million reserved for the delivery of
an “operationally effective [HPM] rapid prototype capability in the near- to mid-
term.”

Epirus’ third-generation Leonidas system, which features a ruggedized design
installed on a military-grade trailer system, was demonstrated as a HPM Counter-
Unmanned Aerial System event in April 2022, according to Army Technology, a
defense information portal.
"Time and time again, we've seen that current air defense systems are ill-equipped to
tackle the threat of autonomous drone swarms.” Epirus CEO Ken Bedingfield said in
a statement.

"As the threat environment continues to evolve, so, too, will our capabilities, ensuring
the U.S. Army is equipped with effective countermeasures to near-term and over-the-
horizon electronic threats for decades to come."

It’s unclear where the Leonidas system’s current power stands as Epirus has not
publicly disclosed details regarding its output. But according to the Congressional
Research Service, the service has said that its final IFPC-HPM solution “leverages
previous HPM technology demonstrations and experimentation
campaigns,” according to budget documents.

Those previous HPM campaigns explicitly include the Air Force’s Tactical High
Power Microwave Operational Responders (THOR), service’s drone-killing base
defense system which underwent testing “in a real world setting” in Africa back in
2020.
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The surge in counter-drone swarm technology among U.S. forces is unsurprising. In
the years since the Islamic State group began employing cheap, commercially-
available drones to drop bombs on coalition forces across Iraq and Syria, the threat
has evolved so far that retired Marine Gen. Kenneth McKenzie Jr., former head of
U.S. Central Command, repeatedly described drones as the biggest threat to U.S.
troops since insurgents began using roadside bombs in Iraq and Afghanistan.

And it’s not just the threat of militant groups using drones that U.S. troops have to
worry about. In the year since the Russian military invaded Ukraine, conventional
militaries have also hastened the adoption of both airborne and waterborne drones to
attack their adversaries, with Ukrainian drone swarms proving especially effective on
the Crimean peninsula in recent months, while Russia has used Iranian-made Shahed-
136 to bombard major cities.

Indeed, it’s those Shahed drones that the U.S. may have in mind with the development
of these microwave weapons. In late November, the U.S. 5th Fleet confirmed that the
drones that attacked an oil tanker off the coast of Oman weeks earlier were in fact
Iranian-made Shaheds.

Backup drone defenses from the Leonidas may be a long time coming, however. The
Army doesn’t plan on transitioning the IFPC-HPM prototypes to a program of
record for another few years. In the meantime, soldiers are already training hard for
future operations that involve going head-to-head with an adversary’s drone swarms.

Tanks to Ukraine mark change in Moroccan foreign policy
Jennifer Holleis - Deutsche Welle

Morocco has become the first African country to send tanks to Ukraine. But it is not
just doing so because it believes in the Ukrainian cause.Morocco has come in for
quite a bit of criticism from the European Parliament recently.

Morocco's King Mohammed VI (center) agreed to deliver 20 tanks to
Ukraine© Abdeljalil Bounhar/AP/picture alliance.
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Earlier in January, the country was slated for sentencing two Moroccan journalists,
Omar Radi and Soulaimane Raissouni, to six and five years in prison respectively.

Both men say they were prosecuted for their criticism of Moroccan authorities.
Members of the European Parliament urged Morocco to "respect freedom of
expression and media freedom."

The EU's relationship with Morocco was already tense following the corruption
scandal that rocked the European Parliament in December. Members of the European
body were accused of taking bribes from Qatar and Morocco -- accusations that have
been repeatedly denied by both countries. Morocco's foreign minister Nasser Bourita
complained of "harassment" from Europeans.

Current tensions with the European Parliament put Morocco in a "difficult situation
vis-a-vis the Europeans," confirmed Isabelle Werenfels, senior fellow at the German
Institute for International and Security Affairs, or SWP.

Change in temperature
However this week, Morocco made a move that seemed to indicate increasing warmth
toward Europe.

Morocco became the first African country to send heavy weapons to Ukraine. The
country is delivering 20 renovated T-72B main battle tanks to the eastern European
country.

The move is a significant change from Morocco's previously neutral stance on the
Russia invasion of Ukraine as well as a clear turn towards Europe and the US. In the
March 2022 vote at the United Nations that rejected Russia's invasion of Ukraine,
Morocco and other African nations abstained.

According to an article by the Algerian news outlet, MENA Defense, Morocco had
already agreed to send the tanks to Ukraine in April last year during a meeting at the
German military base Ramstein. In return, the US had apparently promised to
provide financial and military support.

However, the agreement and news of the delivery, via refurbishment in the Czech
Republic, were only made public this week. The timing of the announcement is
notable, coming shortly before Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov began an
African tour. Lavrov had originally planned to visit Morocco in early February.

"[This] marks a setback to Russia's attempts to keep the continent on side, or at least
neutral, particularly within the UN," Alice Gower, director of geopolitics and security
at London-based consulting firm Azure Strategy, told DW. "African states have been
careful in their approach, abstaining from, or rejecting, the various UN resolutions
condemning Russia."

Foreign policy motivations
Morocco's move also comes as a way to counterbalance Algeria's influence and
progress, analysts said.



"The long-running tensions over the Western Sahara with neighbouring Algeria, one
of Moscow's closest African allies, will have undoubtedly fed into Rabat's calculations
[on sending tanks to Ukraine]," Gower told DW, adding that, "this way, Morocco has
a little bit of leverage to call on Western powers for help in the event that Moscow's
influence in Algeria becomes uncomfortable."

Much of the tension between the two countries comes from their dispute over the
Western Sahara area. Morocco took control of the Western Sahara, a former Spanish
colony, in 1975. Algeria supports the Polisario Front group, which seeks
independence from Morocco in the area.

Morocco is also concerned about Algeria's increasingly positive ties with European
nations. Earlier this week, Algeria and Italy signed a number of memorandums of
understanding during a two-day visit by Italian leader Giorgia Meloni. The plan is to
transform Italy into an energy hub for Europe using Algerian natural gas. Algeria is
already Italy's biggest gas supplier.

In terms of competing with Algeria, Morocco is also pushing forward with its plans to
"become the first North African country to export green hydrogen on a large scale,"
the SWP's Werenfels said.

"Something has changed in the cooperation paradigm with Morocco and you can see
that with the other states in the region too," Werenfels continued. "Both states ...
ultimately want to determine the terms of cooperation with Europe. Morocco
nourishes a vision for itself as a regional power."


